Laser Open Report 2012

HBSC hosted their 2012 Laser Open on the weekend of 23/24 June.  The saturday dawned with much more wind than forecast and there was some extremely testing conditions for the 20 boats that had entered.  The first race was kept within the confines of the creek and the lead changed hands a number of times in the standard fleet before being ably won by Brian Sargeant from Blackwater Sailing Club closely followed by our own Adrian Degge.  Keith Gilmore sailed extremely well to win the first race in a very competitive radial fleet closely followed by Jason Islin with Marcus Wallace coming in 3rd.  

The Race Officer set a course out in the main river for the 2nd race with a beat up to Coopers with several capsizes on the way.  Martin Tarling headed the standard fleet in impressive style but unfortunately it wasn’t to last as he capsized shortly after Coopers and lost the lead being overtaken by several other lasers.  After some very close short tacking along the Steeple shore with the lead regularly changing hands the race was won again by Brian Sargeant but our own Mark Batt sailed extremely well to take 2nd place with Paul Church coming in 3rd.  Again in the radial fleet, Keith Gilmore won in style, Jason Islin took 2nd place with grand master Kenny Batt sailing brilliantly to come in third.

The wind on Sunday was again much more than forecast, force 5 - 6 + with strong gusts.  Although the race was delayed significantly the wind did not abate, and it was decided to hold a race within the creek. 12 boats took to the water, all of which sailed very well.  However, the strong breeze quite quickly abated and settled down to a force 3 with the sun shining through at long last.   Terry Crook from Blackwater Sailing Club sailed brilliantly and won the race in the standard fleet, following by Paul Church with Jim Batt sailing extremely well to come in third.  In the radials it was Jason Islin who took top honours followed by Keith Gilmore (2nd) and Kenny Batt (3rd).   Victoria Sharman was our sole lady sailor over the weekend and she sailed very well in the windy conditions.  Congratulations go to Ray Revell who sailed very well on the Saturday participating in his first Laser Open Meeting.  Great to see Mike Bryant out as well on Saturday sailing a Laser for the first time in very windy conditions – well done Mike !

Full results can be seen on our club website.

Glass Trophies were awarded to the 1st Laser Standard and 1st Radial overall with other prizes being awarded down to 4th place.  Many, many thanks are extended to John Crook and Paul Church for kindly donating some top prizes.  It is much appreciated.

There is a considerable amount of work that goes on behind the scenes to run Open Meetings and my sincere thanks go to the following for making this a successful HBSC event :-

Firstly, to our Race Officer, Jim McLeod, who is extremely conscientious, putting in a great deal of work beforehand as well as on the weekend.  He was ably assisted by Ian Henderson and Richard Sharman.  It is a huge responsibility under testing conditions and they did a great job.

Everyone that helped in the Rescue Boats, i.e. Dave Islin, Tony King, Will Smith and Geoff Kent (both days – thank you) , John Bowers, Rod Martin and nephew Daniel, Paul Neal, John Hockley.

Anyone that helped on the jetty during the weekend including Georgina, Sandra Hockley, Kenny Driscoll, to name but a few.

Georgina Church and girls for being on reception.

Victoria Sharman for doing all the printing of Sailing Instructions, Entry Forms, Maps of the River, etc, and for sorting out results.

All the wonderful food in the galley and for the BBQ in the evening.  Thanks to Jenny, Sylvie, Marjie, Ros, Glynnis.  Also thanks to Ian and Teresa for doing the bar on Saturday.

And Malc X for putting out road signs !

I am sure everyone enjoyed the weekend and we look forward to running an even more successful weekend next year.

Terri Sharman

Sailing Secretary

P.S.  I am sorry I have to end on negative note but I have had it strongly pointed out to me that there was not enough help on the jetty to bring the rescue boats in at the end of racing.  Please, please, before you get changed out of your sailing gear, take the time to help get the boats in, they are there for your benefit and I do enough nagging at home !!!  Thank you.  



